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WILLIAM  CLAir.OENE, 


The  following  paper  was  prepared  and  read  by  Stephen  AT,  Allen,  Esq.,  before  the 
New-England  Historic,  Genealogical  Society,  at  their  request,  at  the  monthly 
mpetimr.  Dee.  4,  IHT'A  A enny  waB  reouested  for  nubheation  in  the  Eegister. 

^ A 

AIk.  Presipext,  Ladies  axd  Gextle^.ien  : JL 

In  the  paper  I read  you  to-day,  I present  what  is  intended  to  be  sonic 
condensed  but  htir  inferences,  drawn  from  the  impublisiied  manuscript 
writings  and  notes  of  the  late  Sebastian  Ferris  Streeter,  of  Baltimore,  upon 
Claiborne’s  Rebellion.  A^ou  are  ju’obably  well  aw'are  of  tlio  untiring  and 
zealous  eiTorts  of  Air.  Streeter,  ivhile  secretary  of  the  Alaryland  Historical 
Society,  to  correct  many  errors  that  had  crept  into  the  public  histories 
of  early  colonial  times,  particularly  tliose  of  Alra-yland  and  Yirgiuia. 

Born  in  AA'eare,  X.  IL,  July  7,  1810,  graduating  at  Harvard  College  in 
1S31,  Mr.  Streeter  soon  after  became  sub-master  of  the  Boston  Latin 
School,  but  removed  to  Riclimond,  Aha.,  in  1835,  and  finally  to  Baltimore, 
Md.,  the  following  year,  where  he  remained  till  his  decease,  Aug.  23,  1 804. 
He  was  one  of  the  originators  of  the  Alaryhand  Historical  Society,  and  the 
recording  secretary  from  its  organizaiion  nil  his  decease.^ 

During  this  period  his  manuscript  notes  and  writings  were  immense,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  his  wife.  wFo  sympathized  with  him  very  deeply  in  his 
historical  researches,  collections  were  made  and  written  out,  which  in  bulk 
and  liistorieai  value  are  seldom  equalled,  by  gleaners  of  such  truths,  who  do 
not  intend  them  for  immediate  publication  and  pecuniary  profit.  In  the 
beginning  of  the  w-ar  with  the  southern  states  in  i860,  he  took  a decided 
stand  as  a union  man,  taking-  an  active  part  in  ail  the  measures  for  the  aid 
and  supp>o''‘t  of  the  government. 

His  death  was  the  result  oi  exposure  and  Htigue  incurred  while  attending 
to  the  needs  of  the  soldiers  before  Petersburg,  A"^a.,  1864.  He  was  buried 
with  military  honors,  and  the  loyal  citizens  of  Baltimore,  desirous  of 
sho’c-mg  their  appreciation  of  his  di^^interested  patriotism,  erected  a monu- 
ment to  his  inemoiT,  haHng  requested  the  Hmiiy  to  allow  his  remrdns  to  be 
interred  there,  the  scene  of  his  labors,  instead  of  removing  them  to  Boston 
as  was  intended. 

Mrs.  Streeter  has  kindly  permitted  me  to  examine  many  of  these  manu- 
scripts, and  from  the  notes  of  'X'iaiborne’s  Rebellion”  I have  wultten  out 
the  following  thoughts  and  conclusions,  which  though,  no  doubt,  very 
imperfect,  may  be  of  some  service  to  investigators  till  the  whole  work  oc 
Mr.  Streeter  shall  be  published. 


Centnnes  aro  good  sieves  for  separating  historical  events,  and  time  with 
its  ceaseless  but  ever-balancing  tread,  measures  very  accurately  and  with 
almost  unerripg  scales,  the  diliereiice  between  right  and  wrong,  honor  and 
dishonor,  and  the  tnnhs  and  Hlsities  attaching  to  the  acts  of  public  men. 
Each  natiormlity  in  the  v'crldfs  lustory  has  its  uwia  system  of  equation,  and 
time  must  clear  away  the  mists  of  prejudice  and  misapprehension.  In  rhe. 
cempass  of  our  own  history,  two  Imndretl  years  seems  to  have  been  a great 
purifier  of  both  the  moral  and  politicai  atmosphere;  for  names  that  have 
been  handed  down  to  us  through  that  period  seem  now  to  carry  a clearer 
coDviction  to  the  mind  of  the  historian  than  at  any  time  either  preHous  to 

^ For  a sketAi  of  sL  s llfy  of  Mr.  Streeter,  see  PvEGisrLR,  vol,  xix.  p.  91.— [Editor.] 
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or  succeeding  their  actual  movement  in  the  great  drama  of  life.  The 
settlements  of  the  different  American  colonies  perpetuated  the  ditfereiit 
characteristics  of  the  men  who  primarily  populated  each  location,  and  the 
result  is  perceptible,  even  at  the  present  day.  The  settlements  at  both 
Plymouth  and  Massaclmsetts  Ihiy  have  ever  maintained  their  individual 
characteristics,  and  iManhattari  Island  proves  not  an  exception,  while  the 
colonies  in  ^'irginia  and  hlaryland  evince  an  equally  strong  identity. 
Jamestown  and  her  descendants  show  not  only  the  motives  and  objects  of 
her  iirst  settlers  to-day,  but  the  induouce  of  tlie  first  niothers ; while  the 
Chesapeake  Bay  settlements  in  iMaryland,  still,  in  many  respects,  indicate 
the  original  characteristics  of  Lord  Baltimore  and  his  colonists. 

A striking  resemblance  also  exists  in  the  character  of  some  of  the  leaders 
in  these  primitive  settlements,,  and  many  of  the  experiences  of  Wiliiani 
Claiborne  v.mre  like  those  of  Livies  Staiidish,  the  faitliful  engineer,  dnaTicial 
agent  and  brave  military  leader  of  the  Piyinouth  colony.  Both  of  these 
leading  pioneers  served  tlieir  respective  people  many  years,  and  died  iji  the 
service. 

The  influences  of  both  settlements  have  ever  been  deeply  felt  in  the 
subsequent  history  of  our  common  country,  and  the  people  of  the  north 
naturally  feel  tliat  the  country  has  just  reason  to  be  proud  of  the  distinct 
legacies  from  the  first  settlers  of  Plyraouth  and  Massachusetts  Bays.  Mr. 
Scrc-eter  was  fully  sensilde  of  the  prevalence  of  this  feeling  at  home,  and 
from  it,  no  doubt,  borrowed  sonie  inspiration  for  his  noble  and  almost 
single-handed  defence  of  Claiborne.  Among  the  earlier  records  of  Mary- 
iarid,  the  well-known  history  of  the  Lev.  hCiillam  MeSherrv  denounces  the 
unfortunare  Claiborne  in  the  strongest  terms  ; and  the  opinion  of  many 
other  authors  seems  based  upon  that  estimate  of  his  character.  Mr. 
IMcSherry  had  translated  the  journal  of  one  Father  "Whire,  a Jesuit  of 
Lord  Balrimore’s  colony,  from  the  Latin,  as  found  in  the  arcliLes  of  tlio 
Jsjsuit  college  in  Pumo,  and  perliaps  its  intluence  gave  some  coloring  to  his 
own  ideas.  In  tlie  hand  of  one  of  these  most  devoted  adherents  of  tlie 
Pomish  church,  it  is  little  wonder  that  his  pen  drew  such  an  unreal  picture 
of  an  offender,  one  of  wliose  crimes  v.ms  heresy.  Hence  the  voice  of 
execration  has  for  years  been  raised  to  traduce  the  motives  of  Captain 
Chiiborne,  and  throw  contempt ‘upon  his  name.  In  the  manuscript  copies 
of  The  Life  and  Colonial  2'imes  of  William  Claihorne^  left  us  by  Mr. 
Streeter,  a new  view  is  presented  us,  evidently  the  result  of  careful, 
impartial  investigation,  and  becomes  a most  keen  vieapon  to  combat  tb.o 
now-existing  prejudices  of  the  literary  public.  The  first  mention  of  Capt. 
^Liliiam  Claiborne,  that  we  know  of,  is  on  his  coming  to  Yirginia  in  the 
parry  of  Sir  Francis  Myatt,  when  he  was  appointed  by  King  James  I. 
surve^aar  of  the  new  country,  in  1021.  The  fact  of  bis  receiving  the 
appoirrtment  is  prima  facie  evi<lence  of  his  good  reputation  and  social 
position,  though  we  cannot  <liscover  to  what  family  he  belonged.  Two 
families  in  Fnigland, — Cleburne  in  Yorkshire,  and  Cliburne  in  "We^tmore- 
lami,  hear  the  same  arms,  and,  we  inmr,  are  of  the  same  stock.  His  own 
signature  is  invariabbr  spelled  Claihorne,  though  MeSheny  and  several  of 
the  oMer  writers  give  several  styles  of  ovtliography. 

Claiborne,  becoming  a resident  of  Virginia,  seems  to  have  done  little 
public  labor  during  this  year,  except  that  he  engaged  with  the  ‘Avell 
disposed  gentlemen wdio  veent  to  tiglit  the  Indians,  who  were  so  troulde- 
some  for  some  years  that  it  was  didicult  to  carry  out  any  permanent  plans 
of  piublic  improvement.  The  capricious  character  of  James  I.,  his 
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determination  that  at  home  there  should  be  ‘‘but  one  doctrine,  one 
discipline,  one  religioTi,”  to  'which  all  must  conform,  or  be  harried  out  of 
‘the  land,  or  worse,  together  with  his  coml)lned  avarice  and  extravagance, 
created  a feding  of  unrest  in  the  colonies  oven  beyond  wliat  would  have 
existed  tlirough  the  pressure  of  their  own  domestic  difficulties;  and  except 
at  Plymouth,  where  the  whole  idea  centred  in  “religious  liberty,”  tbw 
permanent  plans  were  made  by  the  colonists  that  succeeded,  during  tlio 
reign  of  this  conceited  pedant.  The  motive  in  the  settlement  at  Plymouth 
formed  an  exception  to  all  other  settlements;  and  tins  brought  together  a 
different  people  with  corresponding  results.  James  rather  encouraged  the 
motive  of  speculation  by  some  of  the  restless  adventurers,  who  -were 
constantly  annoying  him  at  home,  and  recomm^.-nded  tlieir  departure,  either 
to  Virginia  or  to  the  Orinoco,  under  tlie  iidvice  of  Sir  Walter  Paleigh, 
caring  but  little  to  which  place  they  started,  provided  the  prospects  of  gold 
and  tobacco  were  a good  aael  sure  return  for  loss  of  citizens  valnelcss  to  his 
own  private  exclie<|uer.  He  early  learned  that  his  Jk.oh  of  Ccmons, 
consisting  of  one  hundred  and  forty-one  articles,  was  too  arrogant  for  all  to 
subscribe  to,  and  the  llfteen  hundred  non-conformist  clergvmeu  in  England 
were  quite  enough  to  attend  to,  if  he  left  off  some  of  the  dissolute  and 
worthless  younger  branches  of  the  nobility  who  might  possibly  seu'l  back 
gold  and  other  products  of  the  new'  world,  if  permitted  to  emigrate,  but 
wlio  would  be  of  no  use  at  home. 

Whatever  the  military  capacity  of  Capt.  Claiborne  may  have  been,  it  is 
certain  that  Ms  associa.tions  were  of  a very  different  type  frora  those  of 
klyles  Standisli.  and  his  battles  were  not  so  decisive  or  etiectivc.  ■ It  was 
not  till  after  the  death  of  James,  and  the  accession  of  Charles  I.,  in  1G25, 
that  Capt.  Claiborne  made  very  extended  explorations,  although  his  charter 
from  that  monarch,  as  read  and  understood  at  tlie  present  day,  was  ample  to 
cover  all  he  ever  claimed  under  it,  and  completely  underrod.e  in  perpetual, 
legal  and  equitable  force,  that  of  Lord  Ihdtimore  subsequently  signed  by 
the  fickle  king,  and  under  which  liis  lordship  claimed  the  Isle  ot'  Kent, 
which  eventually  gave  rise  to  the  quarrel  between  3Iaryland  and  Virginia, 
and  Lord  Baltimore  and  Capt.  Claiborne,  on  the  suVtject.  Huring  1627, 
’28,  ’29,  the  commissions  from  the  governor  of  Virginia  “authorized 
Claiborne  to  make  explorations  in  Chesapeake  Bay  or  anywhere  from  the 
31th  to  the  41st  degrees  of  north  latitude.  B;y  application  to  Sir  William 
Alexander,  the  king’s  Scottish  secretary,  he  hadi  ohtauied  the  necessary 
license  and  a command  to  the  governor  (Harvey)  of  ^urginia  to  allow  his 
freedom  of  trade.  He  made  peace  and  established  tradie  with  the  Indians, 
and  opened  trading-houses  upon  the  Isle  of  Kent.  Later,  it  appears,  he 
applied  w Gov.  Harvev  for  a license  to  trade  wdth  the  Dutch  on  the 
adjoining  plantations.  This  v.ms  granted  in  hlarcli.  J.GJ  1 , and  this  licenso 
speaks  of  him  in  the  most  flattering  terms.  The  traffic  thus  opened  became 
considerably  snccessful.  In  1028,  while  Dr.  John  Bott  was  acting, 
temporaril V,  as  governor,  George  Calvert.  Lord  Ikiltimore.  a favorite  of 
James  I.,  visited  Virginia.  Ifeing  a Ivomanist,  he  refu-ed  to  take  ih-e 
“oath  of  supremacy”  which  would  be  required  if  he  settled  there,  and 
reiurned  to  England  to  obtain  from  Charles  I.  a grant  of  the  country 
afterward  called  klaryland. — representing  to  the  king,  wdicn  asking  the 
favor,  that  he  supposed  it  peopled  solely  by  Aborigines  and  would  {'U’eter  ic 
to  his  previouslv-atteinpted  settltmont  in  Newformdland  (commenced  under 
the  favor  of  James  !■).  He  intended  to  call  tlie  r.e^v  grant  Cre.o-’cnO/r.  but 
by  the  king’s  request  named  it  hlarvland,  in  honr  r of  liennetta  wlaria. 
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William  Claiborne^ 


At  about,  or  perhaps  exactly  the  same  time  of  his  return  to  England, 
Claiborne  went  also  to  ask  some  favor  of  the  king  to  upbuiid  his  fummes, 
his  efforts,  so  far,  in  Yirgiiha  having  resulted  more  favorably  to  public  than 
private  benefits. 

Mr.  Streeter  compares  tlie  two  voyagers  thus : ‘‘  Lord  Baltimore  is  about 
fifty  years  of  age;  Claiborne  by  several  years  his  junior.  The  former,  to 
the  training  of  the  court,  and  the  discipline  of  a severe  diplomatic  school, 
unites  the  coolness  ami  calculation  horn  of  years  of  experience  and  trial; 
the  latter,  yet  young  and  ardent,  has  learned  in  the  emergencies  of 
adventurous  life  to  think  cpiickly  and  act  with  promptness  and  resolution. 
Both  have  earned  the  confidence  of  their  superiors,  and  the  one  holds  the 
same  station  under  the  colonial  government,  which  the  otlier  occupied  for 
years  in  the  service  of  the  late  king.”  ilitlierco  Claiborne’s  course  bad 
been  much  more  prosperous,  since  Lord  Baltimore  had  been  much  incon- 
venienced by  the  unprouuctiN'eness  and  discomforts  of  hsewfoundhxnd. 

The  king,  feeling  obliged  to  adhere  to  the  established  precedent,  refused 
to  allow  Lord  Baltimore  any  more  latitude  as  to  right  of  citizenship  in 
Virginia,  and  he  vras  compelled  to  devise  some  further  expedient.  3fean- 
time  Claiborne  interested  the  English  people  in  his  schemes  of  colonization, 
and  two  London  merchants  formed  a partnership  with  him;  and  Sir  "Wm. 
Alexander  agreed  to  commence  a.  Nova  Scotia  trade  with  them  as  soon  as 
they  were  established,  and  gained  for  tliern  a license  •*  to  trade  in  any 
community  whatever”  and  "make  any  voyages  or  discoveries.” 

In  1 032,  Lord  Baltimore  died,  and  lils  son,  Cecil ius  Calvert,  attempted  to 
carry  out  his  father’s  plans,  and  assumed  jurisdiction  over  the  Isle  of  Kent, 
ovv'iied  by  Claiborne  under  a previous  grant.  The  Virginia  people  became 
indignant  that  their  territory  was  to  be  granted  away,  and  petitioned,  in 
1633,  to  Charles,  the  king  then  reigning.  Tiie  matter  was  referred  to  the 
kiTig’s  coimcil.  They  agrectl  that  Lord  Baltimore  should  meet  the  p-lanters 
cf  Virginia  and  confer  with  them.  This  was  done,  and  a friendly  ending  of 
the  controversy  resulted,  though  jurisdiction  was  not  conceded.  Historians 
generally  seem  to  think  that  if  the  personal  interests  of  the  planters  were 
intact,  they  had  no  further  interest,  except  that  the  increase  of  coiunizatioii 
v/as  for  their  advantage.  Bozman  says,  quite  inconsistently,  of  the  council: 
“they  acknowledged  the  justice  of  the  claim  of  the  planters;”  and  yet 
aftenvard  says  : ‘‘in  every  point  of  view,  the  transfer  appears  judicious  and 
salutary,” 

Lord  Baltimore  delegated  his  hrother,  Leonard  Calvert,  to  be  governor 
of  Maryland,  wdiere  the  latte;’  arrived  in  lOd  k Lor  a year  after  Calvert’s 
arrival  the  colony  lived  in  peace;  but  Clai!>arne,  being  falsely  accused  of 
stirring  up  the  nations  to  hostility,  <lov.  Culvert  ordered  his  arrest,  should 
he  refuse  to  submit  to  the  governmem.  A vessel,  owned  by  Claiborne  and 
called  the  “ Longtail,”  was  seized  and  taken  hy  Lord  Baltimore’s  men,  and 
he  prepared,  for  barilc,  an  armed  pinnace  manned  by  fourteen  inen.  The 
government  at  St.  IMarv’s  litted  out  two  ])iumicf5,  in  command  of  liiomas 
Cornwalevs,  Esq.,  and.  i’l  ilie  spring  of  tlie  forces  met:  m winch  one 

cf  the  two  rivers  on  tiie  eastern  shore  of  die  province,  histories  do  not 
agree  in  relating.  Each  party  stated  that  the  other  llrst  commenced 
hosuiities.  Says  iMr,  Streeter;  “If  the  srn*>ke  of  tiie  coiiliict  lical  not 
cleared  away  sullicleiitly  to  enable  ttic  grand  jury  of  t:ai.t  day  to  ascertain 
precisely  the  place  and  date  of  this  lUifortunate  transaction,  it  will  appeal’ 
the  less  stran'''’e  if  the  mi>t':  of  intervening  time  iciider  it  somewhat 
indistinct  to  our  visit  a.  Still  we  can  see  cuo’ugh  through  the  croud  which 
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mlsrippreliension  find  misrepresentation  have  tliromn  around  tlie  whole 
affair,  to  be  able  to  form  a deiiaite  opinion  as  to  the  origin  of  tlie  difficulty 
* and  the  facts  connected  witli  it.” 

Claiborne’s  boat  and  men  were  captured.  -Thomas  Smith,  second  in 
command,  was  afterward  tried,  condemned  and  executed,  by  authority  of 
the  assembly,  for  his  complicity  in  it,  Claiborne  fled  to  Virginia,  and  soon 
after  went  to  England.  Bozinan  says  that  Gov.  llarycy  sent  him,  as  a. 
criminal,  to  be  trledi.  Campbejl  infers,  from  the  silence  of  Clialmers  on  the 
subject,  that  he  W'eiit  voluntarily.  j^icShelTy  mentions  his  never  being 
brought  to  trial  there : in  proof  of  which  he  refers  to  Claiborne’s  boldly 
maintaining  his  claim  to  the  Isle  of  Kent  and  its  dependencies,  and  accusing 
the  proprietary’s  officers  with  assaulting  Ids  pinnaces  ami  slaughtering  his 
men,  and  asking  tlie  crown  to  conLinue  to  him  a monopoly  of  ihe  isle  of 
Kent,  with  his  station  at  the  mouth  of  the  Suscpiehannah,  and  thirty-six 
miles  each  side  the  river,  from  the  bay  to  the  Canada  lakes,  ckc.,  in. 
accordance  with  his  previous  license. 

The  petition  referred  the  commissioners  of  the  council  for  the  plantations, 
met  the  reply,  that  “The  lands  in  question  (hetween  Claiborne  and  the 
proprietary)  belonged  absolutely  to  Lord  Baltimore,  under  and  by  the 
second  grant,  and  that  no  trade  with  the  Indians  could  be  carried  on  tliere 
wdthout  his  consent,  and  that  with  reg;ird  to  the  violences  complained  of,  no 
cause  for  any  relief  appeared,  but  that'  both  parties  should  be  left  to  the 
ordinary  course  of  justice.”  Further  than  this,  the  hostility  of  Claiborne 
was  justly  aroused  when  Gov.  Calvert  appointed  Capt.  George  Evelyn 
proprietor  and  commander  of  the  Isle  of  Kent. 

In  1638,  “the  court  for  testamentary  cases,”  composed  of  the  governor 
and  council  of  ^Maryland,  met  at  St.  hlary's : two  of  the  indictments  then 
made,  interest  ns ; the  first,  to  ascertain  if  ’William  Claiborne  took  any  part 
in  aiding  the  attack  on  Gov.  Calvert’s  boats:  the  second,  charging  the 
aforesaid  Thomas  Smith  witli  the  murder  of  Wm.  Ashmore,  who  died  of  a 
shot  bred  from  Claiborne’s  boat,  and  charging  Claiborne  with  omiplicity  in 
the  matter.  Ko  capital  punishment  was  allowed  by  the  ihon-existing 
provincial  laws,  and  trial  on  the  indictments  was  postponed  to  'the  next 
session. 

During  Claiborne’s  absence  in  England  the  Isle  of  Kent  became 
insubordinate,  and  Gov.  Calvert  proceeded  to  quell  it  by  military  force, 
and  deputed  his  secretary,  Mr,  .John  Lewger,  to  cunvene  an  assembly  there. 
Their  lirst  act  was  to  pass  a bill  of  attainder  against  Claiborne,  forfeiting 
his  property  to  the  lord  proprietor ; the  second  was  the  indictment  of 
Thomas  Smith,  and  his  condemnation  and  sentence ; and  so  strong  and 
ungenerous  was  their  prejudice  that  they  even  denied  him  the  benetit  of 
clergy. 

In  1G44,  Gov.  Calvert  having  been  in  England,  returned  to  find  his 
colony  in  a sad  condition. 

“It  is  evident.”  says  Mr.  Streeter,  “that  a strong  s^unpathy  had  existed 
in  the  province  wiih  the  re^  olutionury  movement  in  rmgiand  against 
Charles  I.  and  his  ministry,  * * ^ Xt  has  been  said  that  the  ideas  of 
important  epochs  pervade  the  very  air  and  infect  the  iniii'ls  of  all  wlio 
breathe  it.  This  simultaneous  action  of  two  deliberative  bodies,  separated 
by  a wide  ocean,  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  infection  is  not  always 
confined  to  the  nation  in  wliich  such  ideas  originate. 

“All  agencies  indeed  seem  spontaneously  set  at  work  to  oomniunicc.te  the 
grand  impulse  to  other  and  distant  natioiis,  when  the  miiul  of  a people  is 
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intensely  agitated  with  the  evolution  and  application  of  principles  essential 
to  its  own  progress  and  that  of  the  race,  &c.  The  acts  of  jjariianient  in 
relation  to  the  powers  of  the  king,  and  those  of  tlie  assembly  in  regard  to 
the  rights  of  the  proprietary  and  his  otficers,  not  only  singularly  corresponded 
in  sentiment,  but  vrere  nearly  co-incident  in  point  of  time.”  Sliortly  after 
Calvert's  return  he  called  the  freemen  and  burgesses  together,  and  his 
proclamation  gives  us  to  supi'ioso  tliat  afiairs  were  in  what  he  «'oiisidered  a 
very  unsafe  condition.  Among  those  in  the  ]>rovinces  who  at  this  time 
treed  themselves  from,  their  allegiance  to  the  king  and  declared  for  parlia- 
ment, was  Capt.  Claiborne.  'With  his  name  are  mentioned  those  of  Capt. 
Samuel  Mattliews,  one  of  the  council,  and  ITichard  Bennet,  afterward 
governor  of  the  province,  under  Cromwell.  vSome,  wlio  impugn  the  motives 
of  Claiborne,  say  that  at  this  time  he  seized  the  Isle  of  Kent  by  anned 
force ; but  this  cannot  be  aurhentically  proved. 

In  February,  1644-5,  Calvert’s  assembly  convened  at  St.  Mary’s.  Hardly 
had  a single  act  been  passed  when  Richard  Ingle,  followed  by  hfry  men, 
broke  into  the  meeting,  made  the  goveruor  a prisoner,  took  [)OSses>ion  of 
the  great  seal  and  the  public  records;  thus  revolutionizing  the  province. 

Some  suppose  that  the  governor  was  kept  a prisoner,  but  more  that  he 
escaped  and  soiight  refuge  in  Virginia.  Uliimately  the  guilty  parties  were 
tried  omd  banished,  which  shows,  IMr.  Streeter  aroriies,  that  the  parliamentary 
powers  in  England  were  aware  of  the  state  of  alfairs  in  nlarjlaud.  The 
name  of  Claiborne  has  been  for  years  associated  with  this  eve?it,  but  Air. 
Streeter  proves  tliat  lie  was  absent  at  the  time  in  ATrginia,  and  at  .James 
City ; sphere  Ids  name  is  among  the  hrst  of  the  list  of  persons  present  at  an 
assembly  there,  three  days  before,  and  in  the  intervenirg  time  his  return 
would  hav'e  been  impossible.  And  further,  all  the  acts  and  commissions 
afterward  promulgated  by  the  assembly  and  by  Lord  Baltimore,  without 
exception,  name  Intrle  alone  as  the  leader  of  the  rebellion.  And,  also,  the 
words  of  Cromweil’s  commissioners,  “ Kent  I.sland  which  is  Capt.  Clai- 
borne’s,” are  very  singular  if  he  was  one  of  the  insiUTectionists. 

Owing  to  the  abduction  of  the  records  by  Ingle,  much  of  the  history  of 
Maryland,  for  ten  year.s,  is  very  imperfect. 

The  appointment  of  Gov.  Hill  by  the  lord  proprietary,  soon  after  this, 
shows  a diminutio!\  of  povrer  for  the  rebels.  Ingle,  who  had  formerly  been 
proclaimed  a traitor  and  his  goo<ls  conhscated  by  Gov.  Brent,  now  loadetl  a 
ship  w’-ith  what  he  considered  the  equivalent  of  his  property,  “and  quitted 
the  scene  of  ids  struggles  an<l  partial  succe.^s.”  Gov.  Calvert,  by  a judicious 
attack,  became  again  commander  of  Alaryland,  and  later  of  the  Isle  of 
Kent,  and  succeeded  in  subduing  the  iid.abitants ; and  so.  ‘Two  years  after 
the  time  of  his  expcalsion  from  the  province,  Gov.  Calvert  was  again  in 
possesdon  of  the  scat  of  government  in  IVIaryland.”  He  treated  the 
insurrectioiiists  wdih  clemency,  pardoning  siicli  as  submitted,  and  atta-cldng 
the  property  of  such  as  had  tied  Ircm  the  island ; appointing  Roberr 
Vaughan  its  commander.  In  June,  1647,  Gov.  Calvert  deceased.  He 
appvointed  in  Ids  place,  Thomas  Green ; but  this  gentlemen  was  'L-posed  by 
the  lord  proprietary  in  favor  of  Air.  V~m.  Stone,  a A^irgiiiia  planter  and  a 
friend  of  parliament ; and  also  a council  of  Protestants  was  ap[aj.;ntcu. 

Air.  Streeter  believes  the  reason  for  liis  appointment  was  to  concil'aie 
the  Alaryiai'.ders,  and  not,  as  stated,  because  he  favored  immigration.  He 
required,  us  directed,  the  oath  of  iideiity  to  Lord  Baltimore  in  the  strictest 
form.  Pow'er  was  delegated  to  him  to  grant  pardons,  except  the  annulling 
of  any  form  of  law's  >r  acts  against  Claiborne,  winch,  says  the  commissiou, 
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‘‘we  will  have  to  still  coutirme  in  full  force  and  virtue,  anytlilng  to  the 
contrary  in  anywise  notwithstandinfr.” 

King  Charles,  although  he  had  endeavored  to  profit  by  if  not  wholly 
control  and  monopolize  the  colonial  trade,  was  not  successful,  and  Maryland 
and  Virginia  both  carried  on  an  illicit  trade  with  the  Dutch. 

In  1650,  after  the  execution  of  Charles  L,  parliament,  then  in  pov/er, 
undertook  to  put  a stop  to  this,  and  after  due  deliberation  of  the  council  of 
state,  five  commissioners  were  appointed:  from  Great  Britain.  Capt.  Kobert 
Dennis,  IMr.  Thomas  Stagge  and  Capt.  Edmund  Curtis ; and  from  Virginia, 
Mr.  Richard  Bennet  and  Col.  Mm.  Claiborne,  — to  reduce  Virgijiia  and  the 
inhabitants  thereof  to  their  due  obedience  to  the  commonwealth  of  England. 
Bozman  says  that  Maryland  w'as  mejitioned  also,  but  the  word  erased,  as 
Gov.  Stone’s  goodwill  to  parliament  was  well  known ; but  that  Beimet  and 
Claiborne  contrived  to  insert  it  afterward.  Curtis  arrived  in  Mrginia  in 
1652;  the  other  two  of  the  English  deputation  were  lost  on  ilie  passage. 
Col.  Claiborne  was  holding  the  ollice  of  treasurer  of  Virginia,  from  which 
he  ivas  shortly  deposed  by  King  Charles  in  favor  of  a royalist,  Col. 
Norwood,  by  whose  assistance  Gov.  Berkeley  endeavored  to  keep  Virginia 
loyal  to  the  king. 

Mr.  Streeter  believes  that  neither  Bennet  nor  Claiborne  were  present  at 
the  erasing  of  the  name  of  Maryland  from  tlie  commissioti.  as  is  supposed 
by  some,  not  believing  that,  considering  tiieir  position,  “ thev  would  have 
permitted  Lord  Baltimore,  who  at  best  occupied  a doubtful  position,  to 
carry  his  point  before  the  committee,  if,  as  has  been  eften  insiruated,  they 
had  their  own  personal  aims  and  enmities  to  answer  in  the  form  and 
purpose  of  the  instructions if  the  account  of  Lord  Baltimore’s  friend, 
Langford,  be  true,  “ the  instructions  had  no  reference  to  Maryland.’’ 

Furthermore,  as  Mr.  Streeter  believes,  Claiborne  was  not  aware  of  his 
appointment  until  the  English  commission  arrived  in  the  province.  The 
rediictioii  of  the  pro^'lnce  was  accomplished  with  nothing  more  than  a slight 
show  of  resistance.  Ollicial  arrangements  were  made,  placing  the  power  in 
the  hands  of  the  commissioners:  so  “the  direction  of  aithirs  was  i)kiced  in 
the  hands  of  those  who  bad  so  long  snfiered  obloquy  and  reproach  for  their 
political  opinions.”  In  the  spring  of  1652,  at  an  assembly  in  James  City, 
Bennet  was  elected  governor  and  Claiborne  secretary  of  Virginia,  wdth  a 
new  council. 

The  commissioners  sent  a report  of  their  proceedings,  by  Car>t.  Curtis,  to 
England,  wLere  they  W'ere  presented  to  parliament ; at  the  same  time  a 
remonstrance  was  received  from  Lord  Baltimore,  and  divers  planters  aud 
traders  of  Maryland,  complaining  of  certain  aggravations  concerning 
boundaries,  and  the  reduction  of  a province  “which  had  rather  shown  favor 
than  iliwill  to  the  cause  of  parliament.”  (Mr.  Streeter  considers  it  another 
proof  of  Bennet  and  Claiborne  not  having  originated  this  scheme,  that  Sir 
Mm.  Berkeley  had.  only  a year  before,  possessed  himself  of  Palmer's 
Island,  in  the  face  of  Lord  Baltimore’s  claims.) 

The  council,  who  had  the  Wibject  iin'icr  ad'^  isement  four  mouths,  reported 
in  1652.  Being  evidently  favorable  to  the  ^hrginians,  they  did  nothing 
calculated  to  affect  Maryland’s  charter.  They  stated  the  fiters  of  the 
settling  of  Virginia  and  the  granting  of  3Iaiylaud  ; that  before  the  date  of 
said  patent,  Kentish  Island  was  planted  and  inhabited  by  Claibonic,  three 
years  previous  to  Baltimore’s  arrival,  and  sent  burgesses  to  die  assembly  of 
James  City;  that  Virginians  had  free  trade  with  the  Indians  in  Ciie-apeake 
Bay;  that  in  1633,  upon  the  arrival  of  Lord  BaUimore's  agents,  their 
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trade  was  prohibited,  &c.,  detailing  the  particulars  of  the  capture  of 
Claiborne's  vessel,  the  light  that  ensued,  and  his  flight  to  England,  and 
Lord  Baltimore’s  retention  of  the  trade  in  the  bay.  Havitig  further 
particularized  objections  to  Lord  Baltimore’s  charter,  they  referred  the 
house  to  his  answers  of  the  same,  so  that  we  do  not  know  how'  their 
expectations  wej-e  met.  The  last  article  alludes  to  Bennet  and  Claiborne 
as  being  “sent  thither,”  and  charges  tlie  governor  and  council  with  refusing 
their  requisitions  on  plea  of  oatlis  to  the  lord  proprietary. 

The  confused  state  of  parliament  admitted  no  debate  on  his  report.  Li 
1653,  Cromwell  convened  the  new'  pariiarneiit,  which  finally  resigned  its 
power  into  his  hands. 

Affairs  progressed  flivorably  in  Virginia  for  a wdiile.  Bennet  and  Claiborne, 
feeling  that  their  presence  w’as  required  in  iMaryland,  w'ent  thither;  knowing 
that  Gov.  Stone  washed  to  resume  his  office  and  the  people  desired  him  to 
do  so,  they  issued  a proclamation  re-installing  liim  and  his  former  council. 
The  latter  promised  subjection  to  the  commissioners,  reserving  their  oaths 
to  Lord  Baltimore  until  the  pleasure  of  the  “State  of  England”  condd  be 
known.  The  last  act  in  the  proclamation  related  to  a treaty  with  the 
Susquehanuock  Indians,  and  Bennet  and  three  others  v/ere  chosen  to 
negotiate  with  tliem.  Of  tlie  lattfw  numl;er  Claiborne  was  not  one,  perhaps 
because  it  would  involve  a longer  absence  of  both  officers  from  \ irginia,  or 
from  delicacy  on  his  part  because  of  the  disputed  proprietorship  of 
territory. 

In  July,  3G52.  under  the  commonwealth,  the  Euglisli  fxnd  Indian?  made 
a treaty  in  whose  first  article  is  said,  the  Isle  of  Kent  and  Palmer’s 
Island,  which  belong  to  Capt.  Claiborne ; <and  building  tliere  is  forbidden, 
except  for  trade  or  any  such  like  or  occasion.” 

i\[r.  Streeter  supposes  tliis  to  have  been  inserted  through  Bennet’s 
infiuence  ; and  tlie  people  being  independents,  originalk/  Virginians,  and 
opposed  to  Lord  Baltimore,  were  ready  to  thus  defy  Ids  authority.  In 
December,  16.32,  Gov.  Stone  nut  forth  an  order,  charging  Capt.  Vaughan, 
commander  of  Kent,  wich  others,  wdth  abusing  the  pow'er  given  them,  and 
curtailing  their  authority.  So.  at  the  same  time  that  the  English  committee 
had  struck  at  the  authority  of  Lord  Baltimore,  llse  American  oificers  had 
also  defie<l  his  requisitions.  Gov.  Stone,  for  nearly  a year,  had  no  advice 
from  Lord  Baltimore,  as  the  DiifiP  war  caused  delay  in  sending  such,  and 
tlierefi'i'e  pL^stponed  the  general  court  to  January,  1654.  In  Kovember, 
1052,  Gov.  Bennet  called  an  assembly  in  Virginia.  Its  last  act  wnis  to  give 
Col.  Claiborne  and  Henry  Fleet,  and  their  associates,  the  privilege  of 
fourteen  years’  trade  in  places  w'est  and  south  winwe  no  English  had  been 
or  traded  before.  We  have  no  details  of  tlie  prosperity  of  this  trade.  In 
a treaty  made  shortly  after,  with  the  chief  of  the  Painunkey  Indians,  lie 
agreed  to  cede  tlie  south  side  of  the  York  and  Pamunkey  rivers  to  Col. 
Claiborne.  The  latter,  having  long  befire  relimpiished  all  idea  of  ever 
repossessing  himself  of  his  old  settiemeiu,  named  the  new,  in  memory  of  it. 
jSbov-Kent:  procured  the  legal  esrabli-1. meut  of  it  as  a county;  and  iinally 
became  a resident  there.  In  July,  1653,  we  read  of  the  confiscation  of  the 
cargo  of  a Scottish  shin  for  some  vioUui'.ui  of  acts  of  parliament,  anil  that 
Col.  Claiborne  was  given  a con-dderaHt;  portion  of  the  funds  accruing,  in 
consideration  of  his  siwvii'os  to  tlie  C‘.)untry  in  tlie  matter.  Dunrig  the 
summer  of  1653,  C’ol.  5Iat.t hows  went  to  England  to  report  for  thi 
commissioners,  Benm  t and  Claiborne,  aiul  to  urge  tlie  claims  of  A irginia, 
considr-ring  tlie  artich  of  surrender,  which  pledged  a restoration  of  certain 
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former  bounds,  a charter  airainst  those  who  had  entrenched  upon  them,  and 
asking  a discontinuance  of  Lord  Baltimore’s  powers. 

The  so-called  Barebones  Barliament  was  iii  session ; the  business  was 
presented  to  the  committee  on  petitions  and  opposed  by  Lord  Baltimore. 
Reports  of  the  result  differ.  Lord  Baltimore’s  friends  state  that  it  was 
abruptly  dismissed ; but  the  report  made  agreed  nearly  with  the  petition. 
In  December,  the  parliament  dissolved,  and  for  a time  the  subject  was 
dismissed. 

In  February,  1053,  Gov.  Stone  received  instructions,  dated  nearly  a year 
previous,  in  response,  from  the  lord  proprietary,  to  his  statements  that  the 
new  settlers  objected  to  taking  the  proprietary’s  oath,  &c.  The  people, 
divided  in  their  allegiance  to  Baltimore  and  to  the  parliament,  had  asked 
the  guidance  of  the  council  of  state.  Ino  reply  w'as  received,  excepting  a 
sharp  rebuke  from  Lord  Baltimore.  Notwithstanding,  he  made  some 
concessions,  but  demanded  their  taking  oath,  paying  taxes,  &c.,  before  a 
certain  time  should  have  elapsed.  The  Marylanders,  disconcerted  at  this, 
appealed  to  Bennet  and  Claiborne.  Soon  after  their  petition  was  sent  to 
Yirginia,  Gov.  Stone  called  on  the  people  of  IMaryland  to  comply  with  the 
requisitions  of  Lord  Baltimore ; and  the  latter  ordered  the  former  to  resume 
writs  given  in  the  proprietary’s  name,  at  the  same  time  acknowledging 
obedience  to  the  commonwealth  of  England.  Tiie  conimissioners  rcplitrd 
to  the  Marylanders  that  no  authority  allowed  the  people  to  recede  from 
their  act  of  submission,  &c. 

The  news  of  Cromwell's  accession  to  the  protectorship  arrived  in  1€5I, 
and  a new  instrument  had  to  be  adopted,  whose  articles  disqiialiiied  for 
ofnee  those  who  had  served  against  the  parliament,  and  all  Romanists. 
Gov.  Stone  W'as  obliged  to  recognize  the  new  powmr,  which  'was  done  by 
public  ceremony,  May,  1654.  In  July,  following,  Gov.  Stone  accused  the 
commissioners  of  being  in  rebellion  and  exciting  the  people  thereto:  and 
they  afterw'ard  meeting  him  in  a conference,  Go"^'.  Stone  finally  resigned. 

Bennet  and  Claiborne  called  upon  Hatton,  the  secretary  of  Maryland,  to 
deliver  the  records  to  Mr.  ICm.  Durand.  So,  for  the  second  time,  the 
power  was  taken  from  Lord  Baltimore  by  power  of  the  snpreme  authority 
of  England.  Far  from  exalting  themselves,  or  taking  any  advantage  of 
their  position  to  acquire  further  benefits,  the  commissioners  made  use  only 
of  their  speeifiel’  powders,  and,  though  personally  opposed  to  Lord  Baltimore, 
carefully  carried  out  the  instructions  transmitted  to  them.  Capt.  Fuller 
being  a|'pointed  by  them  to  the  authority  of  Maryland,  they  returned  to 
their  ofacial  stations  in  Yirginia.  The  burgesses  of  Maryland,  shortly 
after,  passed  an  svct  freeing  themselves  from  the  proprietary’s  oadi.  About 
t’nis  time,  at  the  burgesses’  assembly  in  Yirginia,  the  county  of  New-Xent 
was  represente-.'  for  the  first  time- 

la  January,  1654-5,  Lord  Baltimore  wrote  to  Gov.  Stone,  taunting  him 
with  cowardice  and  ordering  him  to  take  the  commirssioners  prisoners; 
which,  otherwise,  w'ouid  be  done  by  Capt.  Luke  Barber,  tLien  on  ids  way 
from  England.  Stouc.  encourat^ed  by  this,  ma«  e a bold  efiort  to  regain  ids 
pow’er ; seized  ilie  records  and  carried  thent  to  St.  Mary's ; but  on 
endeavoring  to  establish  himself  by  military  force,  was  wounded  and  taken 
a prisoner  by  Capt.  Eiiller’s  men. 

Cromwell,  soon  after,  addressed  a letter  to  Gov.  Bennet  desiring  his 
non-interference  with  the  civi'  afi'drs  of  iMaryland.  although,  as  he  afterward 
.stated,  he  had  no  intention  >f  abridging  the  rights  of  the  commissioners. 
In  1055,  Edward  Diggs  w .s  elected  governor  of  Yirginia,  and  Col. 
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Claiborne  secretary.  In  the  same  year,  Lord  Baltimore  made  complaint 
to  Cromwell  of  the  infringement  of  his  rights,  which  Gov.  Beniiet  denieti, 
by  going  to  England  and  defending  liirnself,  ii’vst  to  Cromwell,  and  afterward, 
in  connection  with  Col.  Matthews,  publishing  a pamphlet  detailing  the 
whole  case  to  the  people.  The  lord  protector  gave  his  support  to  tlie 
rornmis'^ioners  in  a letter  addressed  to  tlie  govermnent  of  Yirginia.  But 
Col.  Claiborne  never  availed  himself  of  any  privih^'ges  which  might  have 
resulted  from  the  countenance  of  Cromwell.  From  tliis  time  his  connection 
with  public  life  in  Maryland  ceased;  and  he  continued  the  duties  of  his 
station  in  Virginia.  Ini657--8  he  was  re-elected  secretary  of  state.  On 
Cromwell’s  death,  in  1657-8,  his  son  Richard  succeeded  him;  the  latter 
convened  a parliament  which  dissolved  in  April,  and  on  the  same  day  an 
assembly  was  held  at  James  City.  By  its  action,  Claiborne  was  chosen  to 
continue  in  office  ’Till  next  assembly,  or  until  his  Highness’s  pleasure  be 
further  signified  to  us.”  As  the  enactment  reads : “ MTiereas  the  office  of 
Secretarie  is  a place  of  great  trust.”  we  see  the  coniidence  of  the  assembly 
in  Col.  Claiborne,  after  his  long  continued  association  with  the  province  of 
Virginia ; and  this  is  sufficient  evidence  that  his  years  of  devotion  to  the 
interests  of  the  colony  were  appreciated.  In  1660,  almost  immediately 
after  the  accession  of  Charles  II.  to  the  throne,  lie  appointed  Sir  IVm. 
Berkeley,  governor;  Major  Norwood,  treasurer;  and  Thomas  Ludwell,  Esq-, 
secretary  of  Virginia. 

In  1663-4  Claiborne,  wm  learn,  was  present  at  an  assembly  in  James 
City,  as  a delegate  from.  New-K’ent ; altliough  removed  from  superior  ofRce, 
he  seems  still  to  have  retained  the  esteem  of  the  people  in  the  county  he 
bad  founded.  Both  colonies  were  now  in  an  unfortunate  state.  Disputes 
between  them  were  severe,  and  in  Virginia  complaints  of  taxation,  &c.,  and 
frequent  depredations  from  the  savages  were  making  much  dibiurbance. 
Col.  Claiborne  returned  from  the  assembly  to  be  obliged  to  assist  in 
preparation  Ibr  war.  For  the  several  years  following,  the  struggles  with  the 
Indians  were  no  slight  trial,  but  from  Col.  Claiborne’s  former  successful 
experience  with  the  sacages  he  w'as  a most  able  adviser  to  the  English. 

In  1675-G  a garrison,  paniy  from  Gloucester  and  partly  from  the  lower 
part  of  New-Keut,  was  placed  in  command  of  Col.  Wm.  Claiborne,  Jr. 
The  failure  of  the  attempts  made  during  the  well  known  Bacons  rebellion, 
to  change  the  minds  of  the  Virginians,  shows  the  liigh  ap)preciation  in 
which  both  father  and  son  were  held  not  to  be  diminislied.  In  April,  1677, 
after  the  crushing  of  this  rebellion,  the  assembly  of  Virginia  offered  to 
King  Charles  a justification  of  Sir  IVm.  Berkeley,  and  stated  in  an  address 
several  ways  in  which  they  considered  themselves  injured,  one  of  which 
particularly  Interests  us : “that  the  Island  of  Kent  in  Maryland,  granted 
to,  seated  and  planted  by  Col.  C'laiborue,  Sen.,  formerly  a limbe  and  member 
of  Virginia  (as  may  appear  by  our  records,  they  having  sent  delegates  to 
this  assembly  and  divers  other  Indian  proofs  and  evidencesj,  is  since  lopt 
off  and  deteyned  from  us  by  Lord  Baltimore.” 

Fifty  years  liad  elavtsed  sineo  the  settlement;  long  since  had  its  lawful 
proprietor  ceased  to  urge  his  right  of  ownership;  and  here  was  the  highest 
official  power  of  Virginia  enlisted  to  revive  his  claim  and  renew  tlie  old 
feud,  but  with  a fairer  view  of  the  C[uestiou  than  had  formerly  been  taken. 
At  that  time  the  eldest  son  of  the  late  Cecillus,  Lord  Baltimore,  was  in 
London,  settling  his  father’s  estates  and  answering  before  the  crown  for 
cornplaints  recenrlv  made  of  the  civil  and  religious  state  of  Maryland.  His 
lord'jhip  gave  slight  heed  to  tlie  comfort  of  the  Virginians ; the  latter 
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considered  the  proximity  of  the  independent  plantations,  hlaryland  and 
Carolina,  injurious  to  themselves ; and  the  commissioners  sharing  this 
feeling,  petitioned  to  the  king  that  the  power  of  jurisdiction  and  government 
might  }>e  restored  to  the  crown,  &c. 

In  connection  with  these  events  is  the  last  mention  of  the  name  of  Col. 
Claiborne  in  the  political  records  of  Virginia.  As  a peaceful  day  for  the 
colony  began  to  dawn,  he  retired  from  public  life  and  devoted  himself  to  his 
property  in  Isevr-Kent,  and  there  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  The 
exact  period  or  place  of  his  death  is  not  recorded.  It  is  said  that  there 
was  a tablet  to  his  memory  in  Jamestown’s  oldest  church, — long  since 
crumbled  to  dust. 

Li  the  elegant  language  of  his  gifted  biographer,  Mr.  Streeter,  tins  paper 
is  appropriately  closed:  ‘’The  hand  of  prejudice,  prompted  by  personal 
subservience,  traced  on  the  tablet  of  history  an  inscription  as  unjust  to  the 
character  and  actions  of  the  deceased  as  unbecoming  the  dignity  of  the 
historic  muse.  It  has  been  reserved  for  an  humble  inquirer  and  a lover  of 
the  tiuitli  to  erase  the  undeserved  censure,  and  to  erect  a new  cenotaph 
which  displays  the  name  of  Claiborne  as  -worthy  of  honor  and  respect,  and 
which  ranks  him  who  planted  it  in  this  country  as  a man  of  whom  his 
descendants  have  reason  to  be  proud.  — one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of 
civdlizatian;  the  first  actual  settler  of  the  territory  of  Maryiand,  and  among 
the  most  active  and  prominent  citizens  in  the  early  colonial  days  of 
Virginia ; and  one  of  the  most  remarkable  men  of  his  time.” 


Ecprlated  from  The  Ni!W-En«ilani)  Histopucai,  xkd  GEXsALoaiCAL  BEaisiEE, 

for  April,  1S73. 
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